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Continuing Formation 
and Enrichment

The PPF6 emphasizes that ongoing formation of clergy is a lifelong journey. As part of SHSST’s 
emphasis on specialized formation, we off er programs for Sabbaticals and continuing formation.  

Language & Culture
•  Hispanic Ministry Preparation
•  English and Culture Studies (ECS)
•  ECS Clear Pronunciation 100% online 
or in person: Accent Modifi cation 
course studying the Eucharistic liturgy

Formation Opportunities 
•  Fall Dehon Lecture
•  Winter Preaching Conference
•  The Lux Center for Catholic-
Jewish Studies programming 
•  Summer Biblical Pilgrimage
•  Seasonal workshops & retreats
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Biblical Pilgrimage
TBD for 2027

2026 trip to Italy May 31–June 14

Through this “Biblical Italy” trip, the group 
will embark on a spiritually enriching 
pilgrimage through Rome, Ostia, Subiaco, 
Assisi, Siena, and Florence – places 
where sacred history, beautiful churches, 
breathtaking art, and the spiritual legacy of 
the saints inspire deeper faith and devotion.  
This will indeed be an experience that 
will move one’s heart, mind, and soul!

Daily mass, prayer, and spiritual 
formation are provided by a priest 
travelling with the group.

Itinerary Overview:
Rome → Ostia → Subiaco → Assisi → Siena → 
Florence → Rome

As the pilgrimage begins in Rome, the 
group will talk about the biblical texts 
and scriptural portrayals of Peter and 
Paul when visiting sites connected with 
them. Additionally, the group will meditate 
on particular artistic representations of 
Gospel scenes (paintings, stained glass 
windows, sculptures, etc.) when visiting 
churches and museums throughout 
the trip. In preparation for this aspect 
of the experience, participants will 
undertake readings on the theology 
of beauty prior to departure.
 

Then the group will visit various 
cities and sites that are foundationally 
connected to some of the most influential 
Catholic spiritual traditions:

•  �Augustinian—Ostia  
(where St. Augustine lived with St. Monica  
for a number of years)

•  �Benedictine—Subiaco  
(the first monastery founded by St. Benedict)

•  �Franciscan—Assisi  
(the hometown of St. Francis)

•  �Dominican—Siena  
(focusing here on St. Catherine’s expression  
of Dominican spirituality)

•  �Ignatian—Rome  
(visiting churches/sites related to  
St. Ignatius of Loyola)

•  �Dehonian—Rome  
(visiting churches/sites connected to  
Venerable Leo John Dehon and the SCJs)

When at these sites, pilgrims will particularly 
discuss/focus on the biblical foundations of 
these spiritual traditions. We will also visit 
Florence, given its place in the Renaissance 
and the artistic expression of the faith. 

The group will be led by Professor of 
Scripture Studies Dr. Patrick Russell, who 
has led the pilgrimage since 2013. 

In addition to including the tuition for six 
credits, the program fee covers all costs while 
in Italy (lodging in modern hotels, food, 
ground transportation, entrance fees, etc.).
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The Lux Center for 
Catholic-Jewish Studies
Our Mission
The Lux Center is dedicated to 
deepening the understanding, respect, 
and relationship between the Catholic and 
Jewish traditions. Founded in the spirit 
of Nostra Aetate—the groundbreaking 1965 
declaration of the Second Vatican Council—
the Center seeks to embody the Church’s 
commitment to dialogue, learning, and 
reconciliation with the Jewish people.
Through education, encounter, and 
community engagement, the Lux Center 
works to form future Catholic leaders 
who are knowledgeable about Judaism 
and committed to mutual respect and 
collaboration between faith communities.

Inspired by Nostra Aetate
Nostra Aetate, Latin for “In Our Time,” 
marked a profound shift in the Catholic 
Church’s relationship with non-
Christian religions, especially Judaism. 
It acknowledges the shared spiritual 
heritage of Christians and Jews and calls for 
mutual understanding and cooperation.
The Lux Center draws its name, purpose, 
and guiding vision from this historic 
document, continuing its work in the 
21st century by building meaningful 
relationships and fostering learning that 
transcends religious boundaries.

What We Do
The Lux Center offers a diverse and 
dynamic range of programs for 
seminarians, faculty, clergy, and the 
wider community. These include:
•  �Courses and Guest Lectures: Focused 
on Judaism, Jewish history, interfaith 
dialogue, the Land of Israel, and 
Hebrew language basics, often led by 
Jewish scholars and educators.

•  �Interfaith Dialogues and Events: 
Thoughtfully curated gatherings, 
including panel discussions, community 
observances, and shared holiday experiences 
with local Jewish congregations.

•  ��Community Outreach: Partnerships with 
synagogues, Jewish organizations, and 
cultural institutions that foster relationships 
rooted in shared values and respect.

•  �Formation Enrichment: Helping future 
Catholic priests and ministers better 
understand the Jewish roots of Christianity 
and the relevance of Jewish-Christian 
relations in pastoral ministry today.

•  �Pilgrimages and Experiential Learning: 
Opportunities to encounter Jewish life 
locally and globally, and to experience the 
richness of Jewish tradition firsthand.

Visit: shsst.edu/theluxcenter 
Follow our news and events on Facebook: 
LuxCenterforCatholicJewishStudies




