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Dehonian Spirituality

“All the sacraments are marvelous gifts of our Lord, but the Eucharist far
surpasses the others. For in the others, he gives us his grace; in the Eucharist, he
gives us himself.”

- Leo John Dehon, SCJ, Life of Love Towards the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 8th
Meditation
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Class of 2025-2026 Commencement Ceremony

On May 8, SHSST held its Solemn Vespers, Commencement Ceremony, and Dinner in
celebration of the graduating Class of 2025-2026. Graduates were recognized for
earning Master of Divinity degrees, Master of Arts in Catholic Studies, Master of Arts in
Theology degrees, and certificates for Individualized Ordination Tracks.

The commencement address was delivered by Fr. John Czyzynski, SCJ, who
encouraged graduates to continue growing spiritually and intellectually in their ministry.
Speaking to the class, Fr. John said:

“I hope you go forth with an open mind and an open heart to keep learning how to be a
good servant-minister of God’s people. Keep taking time to pray, to be connected with
God, so that the work you do is God’s, not yours. Keep studying and reading and listen
to the people whom you serve in ministry. They have much to teach us.”

During the ceremony, Fr. John was also honored by the SHSST Board of Directors with
the title of Professor Emeritus in recognition of his years of dedicated service to the
seminary community.

At the conclusion of the evening, SHSST faculty and staff continued the annual tradition
of walking to the SCJ mausoleum behind the seminary to remember and give thanks for
the Dehonians who helped build the U.S. Province. The gathering concluded with a toast
in honor of those who came before and whose legacy continues through the ministry and
formation of today’s graduates.

The graduates of the Class of 2025-2026:



Rev. Mr. John Jacob Akau

Rev. Mr. Alexander Becker

Mr. Thomas Brown

Rev. Mr. Nathan Budde

Mr. Didier Ngangani Buwani, PhD
Rev. Mr. Casey Cooney

Ms. Kristen Dahlgren

Rev. Mr. Peter Danner

Mr. Daniel Dunn

Mr. John Duranso

Mr. Brian Felsmann

Rev. Mr. Eric Frieb

Mr. James Gilpatric

Rev. Mr. Yunior Gonzéalez-Diaz
Rev. Mr. Esteban Hernandez-Mejia
Ms. Heather Hughes-Huff

Rev. Mr. Joel Kolb

Ms. Robin Kratoska

Mr. Andrew Kreye

Rev. Mr. Barry Meinholz
Mrs. Sharon Memory

Mr. Oliver Niles

Mr. Jonathan Olesen

Mr. Matthew Olsaon

Rev. Mr. Hung T. Pham, SCJ
Rev. Mr. Alfonso Pizano Jr.
Rev. Mr. Luis Reyes

Mrs. Susan Ruedinger

Mr. Andrew Smith

Mr. Thomas Stanczak

Rev. Mr. Andrew Swietlik
Rev. Mr. Redmond Tuttle
Br. Manuval Valiyakattuvila, SCJ
Rev. Mr. Nicholas Waddell
Rev. Mr. Mark Wagner

Congratulations to all graduates as they continue their journey of faith, learning, and

service to the Church.

ECS Certificate Ce}emony

On May 8, SHSST hosted the Spring 2026 Certificate Ceremony for the English &
Culture Studies Program. The event recognized the hard work and accomplishments of
six international students who successfully completed the program:



Rev. Rodrigo Bento, SCJ
Rev. Técio Lima

Mr. Tien Nguyen

Fra. Alexandre Caetano, SCJ
Mr. Jos Nguyen

Mr. James Tran

The program is designed to support clergy and religious from around the world as they
deepen their English language skills and cultural understanding, is an important part of

Sacred Heart’s mission to form leaders for the global Church.

Congratulations to the Spring 2026 graduates of the English & Culture Studies Program!

May 2026

Dehonian Leadership Institute: Monthly Minute

A monthly series of quotes and reflections on leadership, based on the writings of Ven.
Fr. Leo John Dehon, Founder of the Priests of the Sacred Heart

“You are following the right path, the path of St. Francis de Sales —
winning souls through kindness, love and good works.”[1]

This quote comes from Fr. Dehon’s advice to his missionaries in Finland. Today, it can
reframe how leaders think about attracting collaborators and building teams. This
month, try to be intentional about leading with kindness and watch what happens.
Interested in learning more about SCJ-inspired leadership? Contact Monica Misey,
Director of Dehonian Associates: mmisey(@dehoniansusa.org.

[1] Henri Dorresteijn, Leo John Dehon: Priest of the Sacred Heart (Hales Corners, WI:
Monastery Press, 1963), 238.
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Looking Forward

2025-2026 School Year
May 31-June 14 Biblical Pilgrimage
Jun 19 May Session Ends
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Connect with us!
Sacred Heart social media:
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