
 

May 1, 2026 • The Sacred Heart Window  
Bi-weekly News of Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 



 
Diaconate Promises and Employee Recognition 

On April 29, during Solemn Evening Prayer, Noah Townsend, a seminarian for the 
Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee, made his Diaconate Promises. This important step in 
his journey toward ordained ministry was a powerful reminder of the purpose at the 
heart of our seminary community: preparing evangelizing disciples through specialized 
formation to conform our world to the Heart of Christ. Congratulations, Noah, on your 
Diaconate Promises! May God continue to bless you abundantly on your formation 
journey. 

Following prayer, the Sacred Heart community gathered for a joyful celebration of 
gratitude, service, and vocation at our annual Employee Recognition Dinner. The event 
brought together faculty, staff, seminarians, and volunteers to recognize the many ways 
our community comes together to sustain our mission. 

We were pleased to warmly welcome two new employees, whose presence enriches the 
life of the seminary. We also honored members of our community marking significant 
milestones, including years of dedicated service and vocation anniversaries. Their 
commitment stands as a testament to faithful stewardship and perseverance. The 
occasion also included the celebration of marriage anniversaries, recognizing the beauty 
of lifelong commitment and love.  
 
We extended our heartfelt thanks to Ms. Dyan Barbeau, our library director, as she 
enters retirement. Her years of generous service have left an enduring legacy within the 
seminary community, and she will be very missed by all of us at Sacred Heart. 

Finally, we showed our gratitude to the many volunteers who served throughout the past 
academic year. Their quiet generosity and willingness to serve played an essential role 
in supporting the daily life and mission of the seminary. 

The celebration was a fitting expression of thanksgiving for the people who make our 
community vibrant and full of blessings! 
 



 
The Catholic Heritage II: Sint Unum Excursions 

The Catholic Heritage II: Sint Unum course this semester exposed the propaedeutic men 
from SFdSS and the Diocese of Green Bay to the riches of the global Church through a 
four-night excursion in Chicago. 
The first stop took place en route: St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Racine where recent 
graduate, Fr. Timothy Sanchez, shared with them both the joys and challenges of 
ministering to the Hispanic community. They then traveled to their lodging, the National 
Shrine of St. Maximilian Kolbe at Marytown, a beautiful and tranquil retreat center and 
apostolate of the Conventual Franciscan Friars.  
 
The next day, they visited St. Ephrem’s Chaldean Catholic Church in Chicago where Fr. 
Hermiz Haddad, a native of Iraq, spoke movingly about the Chaldean Catholic tradition, 
including its customs and symbols, and the situation of Christians in Iraq today. They 
then departed for the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Des Plaines where they toured 
the grounds and prayed the rosary in Spanish. The following day, they visited St. 
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral where Fr. Pavlo and Deacon Marko gave them a 
thorough tour of the beautiful cathedral and showed them some of its treasured relics. 
Afterwards, in the cathedral’s basement, they ate a delicious lunch that was catered by a 
local Ukrainian restaurant.  
 
Then they visited the National Shrine of St. Frances Xavier Cabrini where its current 
rector, Bishop Turley, an Augustinian close to Pope Leo XIV, warmly greeted them and 
generously shared his reminiscences of ministry in Peru and his longtime friend, Pope 
Leo. He also showed them around the Shrine and gave them “VIP access” to some of 
Mother Cabrini’s personal effects. After evening prayer and Mass at the Shrine, they 
enjoyed stuffed pizzas at Bacino’s, a popular pizzeria in Lincoln Park. The next day, 
they attended Holy Qurbana (i.e. Mass) in Malayam at the Mar Thoma Sleeha 
Cathedral. Afterwards, Deacon Michael, who currently studies at Mundelein Seminary, 
explained some of the history and symbols of the Syro-Malabar tradition. They then 
traveled southward to Aurelio’s, a pizza joint that Pope Leo frequented growing up and 
where monuments to the new pontiff are clearly visible.  
 
After lunch, they visited both Pope Leo’s childhood home, located in Dolton, a (now) 
noticeably run-down southern suburb, and then his childhood parish, St. Mary of the 
Assumption, a dilapidated building that the Archdiocese of Chicago sold some years 



ago. Upon arrival, everyone prayed a rosary in solidarity with Pope Leo’s Prayer Vigil 
for Peace in Rome that very evening. The current owner of the parish campus, Joe Hall, 
a dynamic and savvy entrepreneur for whom this church represents more than a business 
opportunity, gave the group access to the interior and spoke with admirable passion 
about his plans to refurbish the place. Toward the end of the tour, the group prayed 
together in the empty church, with holes in the roof, stained-glass windows still intact, 
and the feel of a cold sepulcher ready for the Resurrection. A seminarian chanted the 
Easter Sequence, and together the group sang the Regina Caeli. The following morning, 
the seminarians joined the Franciscans at the Shrine for a beautiful Solemn Mass on 
Divine Mercy Sunday, which proved a fitting end to such a rewarding excursion. 
 
 

 
 

Completion of Comprehensive Examinations 
It is with great pleasure that Sacred Heart announces two MA candidates’ completion of 
their comprehensive examinations, Didier Buwani from the Diocese of Lexington 
(pictured above) and Mr. Andrew Kreye. Congratulations on this momentous occasion 
 



 
 

Faculty Publications 
Sacred Heart is excited to announce a new publication by one of our esteemed faculty 
members: 
 
  Dr. Charles Hughes-Huff, Associate Professor of Scripture Studies:  
 

• Mastnjak, Nathan, and Charles Hughes-Huff. "Promise Not Punishment: A 
Christian Theological Interpretation of the Priestly Law and the Golden 
Calf.” Harvard Theological Review 119 (2026): 270–298. 
 

An article published in this journal, one of the oldest in the nation, is no small 
accomplishment. Congratulations, Dr. Hughes-Huff! Your scholarship continues to 
strengthen our seminary’s mission. 

 
 

 



 
LEAD Retreat 

From April 20-22, 15 representatives of ministries from across the US Province came 
together in Hales Corners to take part in a LEAD retreat. This was the second such 
retreat, following a pilot program last summer. 
 
“LEAD” stands for Leadership, Education, Apostolic and Development. It is a newly 
created formative program “that seeks to create and support spiritually grounded leaders 
who embody the Dehonian spirit of love and reconciliation,” said Monica Misey, 
Director of Dehonian Associates, who, along with Joe Tyrell (St. Joseph’s Indian 
School) and Julie O’Connor (Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology), 
developed and now organize LEAD. 
  
The initial focus of LEAD is on staff from within Dehonian ministries, but organizers 
hope to eventually open the program to anyone interested in leadership development 
based in Dehonian values. 
 
There will be Zoom sessions and other opportunities for participants to connect with and 
support one another. Each year a new cohort will begin while previous groups continue 
with ongoing leadership formation. The next retreat is scheduled for May 26-28. 
 
“LEAD gave me the chance to pause and more intentionally connect my daily leadership 
work to our mission and the Dehonian charism,” said one participant. “It deepened both 
my perspective and my purpose.” 
 
--From FridgeNotes 4/20/26 
 

  
 



 
 

 
 

 
2025-2026 School Year 
May 06 Administrator & Graduate Dinner 
May 08 Last Day of Classes 
May 08 Commencement 
May 13 Faculty Council Dinner 
May 18 May Session Begins 
May 19 End of Year Celebration 
May 20 Board of Directors Meetings 
May 31-June 14 Biblical Pilgrimage 
Jun 19 May Session Ends 
 

 

 

 
YOUR SEMINARY: Specialized formation for a universal Church 
 
Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology  
www.shsst.edu | 414-425-8300 
7335 S. Hwy. 100 | PO Box 429 | Hales Corners, WI 53130 
An Apostolate of the Priests of the Sacred Heart 
 
Connect with us! 
Sacred Heart social media:  

 
 
Support Us! 
 
Connect with the Priests of the Sacred Heart! 

  

http://www.shsst.edu/
https://poshusa.org/
https://www.shsst.edu/support-us/
https://www.shsst.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/SacredHeartSeminaryAndSchoolOfTheology/
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/shsst/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYi-dUVh-MltHb-xvCySdGg/videos?view=0
https://poshusa.org/
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