Sacred Heart

HI G HLI G HT S ® Spring Semester 2025

shsst.edu | 414-425-8300 | HALES CORNERS, WI



Honoring
the Past,
Welcoming
the Future

OUR MISSION: Preparing evangelizing disciples through specialized formation
to conform our world to the Heart of Christ

As we conclude the 2024-25 academic year, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to Fr. Tom Cassidy, SCJ, who
graciously served as our Interim President-Rector. When the Priests of the Sacred Heart discerned that Fr.
Stephen Huffstetter, SCJ, was called to lead Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology, Fr. Tom
stepped forward to provide steady leadership during the transition. Drawing upon his previous experience
as President-Rector of our institution, Fr. Tom's wisdom and dedication ensured seamless continuity for our
seminary community. His service during this transitional year exemplifies the generous spirit that marks
the Dehonian charism.

Fr. Stephen Huffstetter, SCJ, will become the President-Rector in August of 2025. Fr. Huffstetter previously
served as Vicar General for the Priests of the Sacred Heart in Rome. Before his election to congregational-
level leadership, he was the Provincial Superior of the US Province. Fr. Huffstetter brings with him the
robust pastoral experience of serving among the Native Americans in rural areas of South Dakota, and a
vision of the global Church which has been enriched by his 10 years in Rome. Fr. Huffstetter is originally
from Walkerton, Indiana. We are blessed to welcome his faithful leadership as he assumes this sacred
responsibility with both wisdom gained through years of service to the Church and a renewed vision for
our mission of forming disciples to serve God's people.
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Diaconate Ordinations

Rev. Mr. John Akau
Diocese of Honolulu

Rev. Mr. Alex Becker
Archdiocese of Milwaukee

Rev. Mr. Nathan Budde
Diocese of Green Bay

Rev. Mr. Casey Cooney
Diocese of Madison

Rev. Mr. Peter Danner
Archdiocese of Milwaukee

Rev. Mr. Yunior Gonzalez-Diaz

Diocese of Colorado Springs

Rev. Mr. Eric Frieb
Diocese of Dodge City

Rev. Mr. Joel Kolb
Archdiocese of Milwaukee

Rev. Mr. Esteban Hernandez-Mejia

Diocese of Dodge City

Rev. Mr. Barry Meinholz
Diocese of Madison

Rev. Mr. Luis Reyes
Diocese of Madison

Rev. Mr. Andrew Swietlik
Archdiocese of Milwaukee

Rev. Mr. Redmond Tuttle
Archdiocese of Milwaukee

Rev. Mr. Nicholas Waddell
Archdiocese of Milwaukee

Rev. Mr. Mark Wagner
Diocese of Madison

Priestly Ordinations

Rev. Stephen Boatwright
Archdiocese of Saint Paul &
Minneapolis

Rev. Daniel Christe
Diocese of Saginaw

Rev. Jason Diebolt
Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana

Rev. Brady Gagne
Archdiocese of Milwaukee

Rev. Joseph Glatczak
Diocese of La Crosse

Rev. Bradley Grobbel
Diocese of Madison

Rev. David Jaramillo
Diocese of Madison

Rev. William Kearley
Diocese of Madison

Rev. Philip Mayer
Diocese of Duluth

Rev. Fernando Diaz Olazabal
Diocese of Pensacola-
Tallahassee

Rev. Ryan Ruhle
Diocese of Madison

Rev. Timothy Sanchez
Archdiocese of Milwaukee

Rev. Aaron Siehr
Archdiocese of Milwaukee

Rev. Matthew Szymanski
Diocese of La Crosse

Rev. Hung Pham, SCJ
Priests of the Sacred Heart

Rev. Brian Ward Diocese
of La Crosse
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Annual Preaching Conference

Sacred Heart welcomed deacons, priests, academics, and ministry leaders for the Annual Preaching
Conference—a dynamic mix of study, conversation, and renewal. Centered on the theme “Who's in
Your Pews,” the sessions encouraged preachers to see more clearly the people before them.
Practical tools and lively exchanges left participants energized for ministry. Organized by Dcn.
Steve Kramer, the conference continues to equip leaders to preach with clarity and care. Planning
is already underway for next year’s event.

A Jubilee Colloquium

Sacred Heart welcomed faculty from Faculdade Dehoniana in Taubaté,
Brazil—a sister seminary and apostolate of the Priests of the Sacred Heart
—for a Jubilee Colloquium supported by an In Trust Grant. The gathering
deepened academic ties between the two Dehonian institutions while
honoring both the Church’s Holy Year and the Dehonian Jubilee, marking
100 years since the passing of Fr. Leo John Dehon and 150 years since the
Congregation’s founding. Speakers included Dr. John Gallum, professor
emeritus at SHSST, who reflected on how Fr. Dehon’s charism shaped his
teaching. Other presentations explored the Eucharist and social justice,
devotional practices across the Americas, and perspectives on Mariology
in Brazil and the United States. The colloquium also welcomed Fr. Levi
Dos Anjos Ferreira, SCJ, Dehonian vicar general.

4 | Sacred Heart HIGHLIGHTS = Spring Semester 2025



M

ik
it

THe sionim s ) anbe
. e WA § mm Te
-‘!._,'-_ - - —

Congratulations to the 2024-2025 Graduates!

Sacred Heart celebrated commencement with Fr. Levi Dos Anjos Ferreira, SCJ—Dehonian
vicar general and alumnus of our English and Culture Studies program—serving as the
speaker. Graduates received Master of Divinity and Master of Arts degrees, as well as
certificates in Individualized Ordination Tracks. At the dinner that followed, the community
expressed gratitude to Fr. Tom Cassidy, SCJ, for his service as president-rector during the
2024-25 year, and welcomed Fr. Stephen Huffstetter, SCJ, who will assume leadership. The
evening concluded with a walk to the SCJ mausoleum, where faculty and staff offered a toast
of remembrance for the Dehonians who helped build the U.S. Province. Congratulations to all
our graduates!
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Faithfulness in Love of the Church

Celebrating Milwaukee's Catholic Heritage

February 12,2025, marked the 150th anniversary of Milwaukee's elevation to an archdiocese. This anniversary was
commemorated at Sacred Heart with a book signing and lecture by one of the archdiocese’s foremost historians and
former SHSST adjunct professor, Fr. Steven Avella. The evening began with Solemn Prayer in the Sacred Heart Chapel
where Bishop James T. Schuerman, Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, presided. Fr. Avella’s lecture marked
not only the archdiocese’s anniversary but also the release of his new book, Three More Archbishops of Milwaukee. Fr.
Avella’s lecture, as well as his book, explores three important bishops of Milwaukee from 1930 to 1958. Fr. Avella explored
the impact these bishops had on the Catholic community. Fr. Avella closed the evening by urging seminarians from all
dioceses and religious communities to engage with their shared Catholic history saying, “Enter into your heritage”.

Cor Unum Appreciation Dinner

Sacred Heart hosted its first Cor Unum
Appreciation Dinner, bringing together
graduates, current students, faculty, and staff of
the Cor Unum (One Heart) Master of Arts
Pathway. Following evening prayer, the
community gathered in the seminary dining
room for a celebration presided over by Very
Rev. Vien Nguyen, SCJ. The dinner, organized by
alumna Monica Misey (now Director of Dehonian
Associates for the U.S. Province) and SHSST
Communications Coordinator Rachel Allison, and
was made possible thanks to the inspiration of
Br. Duane Lemke, SCJ, of the Provincial Council.
The evening was filled with prayer, joyful
reunions, and, above all, the celebration of lay
ministry in the Dehonian spirit.
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Celebrating Excellence at an Employee Recognition Dinner

Sacred Heart held its annual Employee Recognition celebration. The night began with
Vespers in the Sacred Heart Chapel, followed by a reception, dinner, and an awards
presentation. The celebration honored new employees, years of service, retirements,
anniversaries of marriage vows and ordinations, and volunteer services. This night serves as
an opportunity to recognize the Sacred Heart community’s dedication to our institution
and to the Church.

Faith and Culture
Workshop

Sacred Heart held its annual Faith and
Culture Workshop, led by Bishop Donald
Hying of Madison, which brought together
20 Configuration Ill students and four SHSST
faculty members. The session featured in-
depth discussions on real-world pastoral
challenges through case studies, along with
individual student homilies, followed by
constructive feedback.
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Strengthening Priestly Formation

Diaconate Promises

During Evening Prayer, four seminarians made their
diaconate promises as they prepared to be ordained as
transitional deacons of the Church.

+ Mr. John Akau (Diocese of Honolulu)

« Mr. Yunior Gonzalez-Diaz (Diocese of Colorado Springs)
+ Mr. Esteban Herndndez-Mejia (Diocese of Dodge City)

« Mr. Eric Frieb (Diocese of Dodge City)

Renewing Faith and Purpose: A
Transformative Seminarian Retreat

While preparing to embark on a new semester at Sacred
Heart, new and returning seminarians participated in a
retreat to take time to center themselves before the
academic hustle begins. The retreat was designed to reflect,
rejuvenate, and connect with God.
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Holy Mass with the Rite of Institution to the Ministry of Lector

In March, six candidates for the Ministry of Lector were instituted. This important step in their
journey of faith is a testament to their dedication to proclaiming the Word of God with clarity
and conviction. May they be blessed with wisdom and grace as they take on this sacred
ministry. A special thank you to Bishop Jeffrey J. Walsh, of the Diocese of Gaylord, for presiding
at the Mass and for his guidance and support. May God continue to bless you all in your
ministry!

« Zachary Arnold - Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee
- Didier Buwani - Diocese of Lexington

+ Adrian Dieleman - Diocese of Hamilton

« Rishi Persaud - Diocese of Hamilton

- Gerald Przekora - Diocese of Gaylord

+ Noah Townsend - Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee

On Ash Wednesday, Dcn. Dominic Cerrato,
Ph.D., led a Day of Recollection titled
"Conformed to Christ the Servant: Lent as a Path
into the Paschal Mystery". This opportunity
provided seminarians, faculty, and staff with a
deeper understanding of how the Lenten
season can draw them into greater communion
with Christ the Servant, particularly in the
context of Holy Orders. Through two insightful
sessions the day served as a meaningful
opportunity for renewal, guiding attendees to
embrace Lent as a transformative journey into
the Paschal Mystery.
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English and Culture Studies
Certificate Ceremony

Sacred Heart hosted the Spring 2025 Certificate
Ceremony for the English & Culture Studies Program,
honoring six international priests who successfully
completed their studies. The program, which
strengthens English proficiency and cultural
understanding for clergy and religious from around
the world, plays a vital role in preparing leaders for

the global Church. Very Rev. Thomas Cassidy, SCJ, ‘ _
offered remarks of congratulations, highlighting both = -
the graduates’ dedication and the importance of ECS Students Meet Arch bIShOp Grob

intercultural ministry.

English & Culture Studies students attended Mass at

Graduates: Milwaukee’s Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist and

Rev. Floribert Bulo Dhelo, SCJ received a special surprise: meeting Archbishop Jeffrey
Rev. Ari Saputra, SCJ Grob. The Archbishop, a strong supporter of ECS,

Rev. Jean-Didier Mumbata Ndongala, SCJ greeted each priest personally as students introduced
Rev. Mr. Rafael Aguilar Flores, SX themselves and shared their home countries. Archbishop
Rev. Piotr Chmielecki, SCJ Grob closed with a warm invitation for ECS to return in
Rev. Mario Henrique da Costa Nunes, SCJ the future.
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Fostering Interreligious Dialogue

Spring Lux Center Lectures

Sacred Heart was honored to welcome Rabbi Yehiel Poupko,
who presented at the 2025 Lux Center public and community
lectures. His topic was "Story Time: A Review of Catholic-
Jewish Relations Over the Past Six Decades." The respondent
to the lectures was Dr. Richard Lux, professor emeritus and
founder of The Lux Center. These two lectures led to an
insightful discussion on the evolving relationship between
faith communities.

b 4 Model Passover Seder Dinner

MUSEUM

In April, seminarians, faculty, staff, and guests from
the wider community, all came together to
experience the rich traditions of the Jewish holiday of
Passover. Led by Rabbi Steve Adams and Cantor
Richard Newman, the model Passover Seder took
them on a journey through ancient rituals, powerful
storytelling, and songs that commemorate the
miracle of the Exodus. The atmosphere was one of
learning, celebration, and deep connection—a true
reflection of the spirit of interfaith engagement that
The Lux Center seeks to cultivate.

Yom Ha'Shoah (Holocaust
Remembrance Day)

In honor of Yom Ha’'Shoah (Holocaust Remembrance
Day) and in partnership with Nathan and Esther Pelz
Holocaust Education Resource Center, Sacred Heart had
the honor of hosting Dr. Rebecca Carter-Chand from the
Mandel Center at the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum. Dr. Carter-Chand offered an eye-opening
perspective on “Understanding Christian Rescue of Jews
during the Holocaust.” Seminarians, faculty, and staff
attended and engaged in deep, meaningful discussion.
Talks like these serve as an important moment of learning
and reflection.
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Supporting Our Sponsors

Sacred Heart serves over 27 US and Canadian sponsors, and many international
bishops and religious superiors entrust their international students to us.

How Can We Serve You?

From helping with vocations outreach, assisting with visas, providing
scholarships, and creating tailored student plans, to providing speakers at events,
organizing alumni events and offering continuing formation programs, we want
to be YOUR seminary for lifelong ministry.

Contact Us!

« VOCATIONS: Deacon Steve Kramer, D.Min., (414) 858-4767,
discerning@shsst.edu Professor of Pastoral Studies, Director of Homiletics,
Director of Recruitment

« VISIT SCHEDULING: Rachel Allison, M.A., (414) 858-4652, rallison@shsst.edu
Communications Coordinator
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. Seminary and
An apostolate of the Priests of the Sacred Heart School of Theology

YOUR SEMINARY: Specialized formation for a universal Church





