








Days of Recollection

Sacred Heart held its first Day of Recollection of the semester, a time
set aside for prayer, reflection, and renewal. The speaker was Fr. Michael
R. Simone, SJ, Pastor of the Church of the Gesu in Milwaukee. He
offered a talk titled “The Autumn Rains Cover Them with Joy: Pastoral
and Spiritual Wisdom from the Psalms.” Drawing from Psalm 84:6-8,

Fr. Simone reflected on the imagery of pilgrimage, resilience, and
God’s sustaining presence in times of trial. He emphasized how the
psalm’s vision of travelers finding strength through valleys of dryness
can inspire the Church today, encouraging perseverance, trust, and joy
even amid challenges. The day provided Sacred Heart’s community

an opportunity to pause amid the busyness of the semester, to pray
together, and to be renewed in spirit through the wisdom of Scripture.

Seminarians had an additional Day of
Recollection where Fr. John J. Baumgardner,
S.T.L. presented on the topic “Priestly
Gentleness & Our Lady of the Dark Night -
Conferences on the Spiritual Life". The day
started with Solemn Morning Prayer and

was followed by Fr. Baumgardner’s morning
reflection. The afternoon reflection kicked off
after lunch, which then led to the Sacrament
of Reconciliation and Solemn Evening Prayer.
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Ministering in a Global Church

Multicultural Mass Celebrates the Beauty of the Universal Church

The Sacred Heart community . cultural traditions to the liturgy, . language, song, and culture. The
gathered for a moving Multicultural offering a powerful example of the congregation was reminded that
Mass, led in collaboration with . Church’s universality. Throughout . while the Church spans continents
students from the English and . the Mass, prayers, readings, and :and cultures, it remains one in
Culture Studies Program (ECSP). : hymns were spoken and sung in . Christ. The Multicultural Mass
Representing seven different home @ multiple languages, showcasing © stands as a testament to Sacred
countries, the ECS students brought the beauty of unity amid diversity. Heart’s mission of fostering global
the richness of their linguistic and . It was a joyful exchange of : understanding and communion.

Understanding Catholicism in Ethiopia

Rev. Abiyot Agonafer, OFM Cap. presented for the latest edition of the
English & Culture Studies Lunch Speaker Series. Fr. Agonafer is a citizen
of Ethiopia and is incardinated in the Ethiopian Province of the Capuchin
Franciscans. In his talk, he spoke about the deep history of Christianity
in Ethiopia and the current state of its religious landscape. He also
illustrated the fascinating development of the Ethiopian Catholic
Church as it moved towards communion with Rome. At the end of the
discussion, Fr. Stephen Huffstetter, SCJ, presented Fr. Agonafer with his
ECS Completion Certificate. Fr. Agonafer will return to Rome next week
to continue his studies at the Pontifical Gregorian University.
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Interfaith
Engagement

The Origins of the Nation of Israel: Biblical,
Historical, and Archaeological Data

The Lux Center for Catholic-Jewish Studies hosted a distinguished
lecture featuring Dr. Benjamin D. Sommer, Professor of Bible at The
Jewish Theological Seminary of America and Senior Fellow at the
Shalom Hartman Institute. Dr. Sommer, one of today’s foremost
biblical scholars and theologians, has built a career bridging
faith, history, and academic inquiry. He previously directed the
Crown Family Center for Jewish Studies at Northwestern University
and has served as visiting faculty at leading institutions, including
the Hebrew University, the University of Chicago, and Brite Divinity
School of Texas Christian University. Dr. Sommer’s lecture, titled
“The Origins of the Nation of Israel: Biblical, Historical, and
Archaeological Data,” examined how evidence from Scripture,
archaeology, and ancient Near Eastern history reveals the deep
and enduring connection between the Jewish people and the land
of Israel. The presentation proved both fascinating and thought-
provoking, offering rich insight for anyone interested in the Bible,
the history of Israel, and the intersection of faith and scholarship.

Exploring the Torah’s Rhythm

Mr. Shapiro, President and CEO of the Harry & Rose Samson Family
Jewish Community Center, was invited by The Lux Center for
Catholic-Jewish Studies to give a lecture highlighting the central
role of Torah in Jewish communal life. Drawing on decades

of experience in Jewish leadership, education, and cultural
programming, Mr. Shapiro spoke with a depth of wisdom shaped
by his work leading over 300 professionals across five statewide
JCC sites. He shared how the rhythms of Jewish life were deeply
tied to the tradition of reading the Torah throughout the year,

with each weekly portion weaving together sacred memory, faith
practice, and community identity. The lecture culminated in a
reflection on Simchat Torah, the joyous festival that marked both
the completion and immediate recommencement of the Torah
reading cycle. Mr. Shapiro described this celebration as more than
ritual; it was a moment of renewal and recommitment to the sacred
text, a time when joy and devotion converged to affirm the Torah’s
enduring presence in Jewish life. Through his insights, attendees

. . . = , The Lux Center
gained not only a greater understanding of the Torah’s role in Fon > TGl S

Jewish spirituality but also an appreciation for the ways in which * MM% o2
shared traditions shaped faith communities across time and place. ' :




Supporting our Sponsors

Sacred Heart serves over 28 US and Canadian sponsors,
and many international bishops and religious superiors
entrust their international students to us.

HOW CAN WE SERVE YOU?

+ Helping with vocations outreach : - Providing speakers at events

» Assisting with visas - Organizing alumni events
+ Providing scholarships - Offering continuing

- Creating tailored student plans formation programs

We want to be YOUR seminary for lifelong ministry.

SACRED
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CONTACT US

Priestly Formation:

Deacon Steve Kramer, D.Min.
Professor of Pastoral Studies,
Director of Homiletics,
Director of Recruitment
discerning@shsst.edu
414-858-4767

Seminary Visit Scheduling
and Sponsor Relations:
Rachel Allison,
Communications Coordinator
rallison@shsst.edu
414-858-4652

Schedule a Visit:

We are located in Hales Corners,
Wisconsin, on a 250 acre partially
wooded campus, 15 minutes
from the Milwaukee Mitchell
International Airport and 75
minutes from the Chicago O’Hare
International Airport.



