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Bi-weekly News of Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology

Dehonian Spirituality

“We are disciples of Christ, whose Heart seems to be more inclined towards the
unfortunate classes, and who embraces the small and oppressed with a more
tender charity.”

- Leo John Dehon, SCJ, “Religious Liberty, Yes, But Economic Liberation Also”

Announcements

Starting the Semester in Community
New and returning Sacred Heart seminarians began their Spring semester with a
retreat to take time to center themselves before the academic hustle begins. The
retreat was designed to reflect, rejuvenate, and connect with God. On January 21,



following their first day back in class, the students gathered with Sacred Heart’s
President-Rector, Fr. Steve, for their semesterly Rector’s Conference. The
Rector’s Conference provided an opportunity for the community to check in at the
start of the semester. During the meeting, Fr. Steve addressed topics of interest to
the students and encouraged them to engage in shared dialogue. Both the
conference and the retreat served as meaningful time of connection as students
begin the new semester together.
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Words That Bind Us: Highlights from the 8th Annual SHSST Preaching Confere

prog

nce

ty i

Priests and deacons from across the United States gathered for inspiration and
renewal at the Eighth Annual SHSST Preaching Conference, titled “Words That
Bind Us: The Connection Between the First Reading and the Gospel.” Organized
by Dcn. Steve Kramer, the Annual Preaching Conference, aims to equip ministry
leaders with resources to enhance their work.

Drawing from their own ministry experiences, Deacon Steve Kramer, D.Min., and
Deacon Dale Nees shared practical approaches to preaching that mindfully
connect the readings. Sacred Heart’s own faculty members, Dr. Charles Hughes-
Huff, Ph.D., and Dr. Katherine Milco, Ph.D., provided an insightful talk, using
their expertise in languages to reveal deeper meaning and connections between
readings. Rabbi Joshua Herman further opened the conversation by offering a
Jewish scriptural lens, illuminating how sacred texts speak to one another across
traditions. The conference closed with a lively and thoughtful panel discussion.
Panel members Rev. Mark Mastin, SCJ, Dr. Julie Newberry, Ph.D., Deacon Steve
Kramer, and Rev. Pat O’Loughlin engaged with questions posed by the audience



as well as by Deacon Anton Nickolai. As always, the preaching conference served
as time for inspiration, shared dialogue, and faith.

Engaging Lux Lecture
Sacred Heart was honored to host Mark Shapiro, President and CEO of the Harry
& Rose Samson Family Jewish Community Center, for his meaningful and
engaging lecture, “How Do Jews View Jesus?” There was a strong turnout of
students, staff, and faculty. The thoughtful engagement, insightful questions, and
respectful dialogue that followed made this conversation truly special.
Our sincere thanks to Mark Shapiro, who generously volunteered his time to teach
a complex and sensitive topic with depth, clarity, and great care. His presentation
drew on historical sources and rabbinic writings and was delivered in a way that
was both accessible and deeply appreciated by the audience. Moments like these
remind us why Catholic Jewish learning and encounter matter so much.


https://www.facebook.com/JCCMilwaukee?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZA8JFRD33lYmG5VvE464V6mVv24t9gOTRFAP-ULWZQlmtx5T16Pxhg96S2P_K5rDedw7OSv_x37vKMlcI6Gg91y8aUWxZmw8I3JgkYpxB7bs8eQ523gAvowcHIJAjSuAf5X1xayXeTLxbzj5dP35xPfYS4IMoS-F3k8Fgv7IYnd9_me8nDsnOAztv9g_26yV8&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/JCCMilwaukee?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZA8JFRD33lYmG5VvE464V6mVv24t9gOTRFAP-ULWZQlmtx5T16Pxhg96S2P_K5rDedw7OSv_x37vKMlcI6Gg91y8aUWxZmw8I3JgkYpxB7bs8eQ523gAvowcHIJAjSuAf5X1xayXeTLxbzj5dP35xPfYS4IMoS-F3k8Fgv7IYnd9_me8nDsnOAztv9g_26yV8&__tn__=-%5dK-R

The Dehonian Corner!
February 2026
Dehonian Leadership Institute: Monthly Minute
A monthly series of quotes and reflections on leadership, based on the writings
of Ven. Fr. Leo John Dehon, Founder of the Priests of the Sacred Heart

“Busy people even more than others must be faithful to spiritual exercises
and put themselves deeply in the presence of God when they start the day:
and repeat that again at certain times of the day: this is a necessary part of the
inner life which they must not neglect. The apostle must radiate grace and
holiness.”[1]

Come Join Us! A New Dehonian Associates
Group is Starting this March, 2026

We will meet once a month to learn about Fr. Leo John Dehon,
Founder of the Priests of the Sacred Heart (also called Dehonians or SCJS).
We will learn about the charism of the SCJs and spend time sharing our faith.
Contact Monica for more information: mmisey@dehoniansusa.org or 414-427-4267
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Lay women and men have been welcome collaborators in SCJ ministries since
the order was founded in France in 1878. Known as Dehonian Associates, many
volunteer or work in SCJ ministries, but anyone with an interest in learning more
about Fr. Dehon and the Priests of the Sacred Heart is welcome to join a group.
For participants who would like to formally become an associate, a process is
made available after the first year of participation.

When: First Tuesday of the month, 3:30 — 4:30 pm

2026: Mar 3, Apr 7, May 5, Jun 2, (break), Sep 1, Oct 6, Nov 3, Dec 1
Where: Provincial Offices: 7373 South Lovers Lane, Franklin. When you turn into
the driveway, you will see the large round chapel on your right. Turn left to go up
the hill, past the Sacred Heart Shrine, to the provincial office building.

The Priests of the Sacred Heart serve in over 45 countries.
Their mission is to be prophets of love and servants of reconciliation.

Dehonians USA

PRIESTS OF THE SACRED HEART



»
Faculty Publications |

Sacred Heart is excited to announce new publications by several of our esteemed
faculty members:

VP of Intellectual Formation and Academic Dean, Dr. Paul Monson:
o Monson, Paul. Review of Schools for the Lord's Service: A History
of the American-Cassinese Congregation of Benedictine
Monasteries, 1855—2023, by Jerome Oetgen. American Catholic
Studies 136, no. 4 (Winter 2025): 88-91.

Dr. Michael J. Mazza, Lecturer of Pastoral Studies:

o Mazza, Michael J. "The Dicastery for Legislative Texts' 2024 Letter on
Publishing Lists of 'Credibly Accused." lus Ecclesiae: Revista
Internazionale di Diritto Canonico 37, no. 2 (2025): 657-672.

o Mclntyre, Marilyn, host. "Episode 1: Introduction to Advocacy with Dr.
Michael J. Mazza." The Code Podcast. Jan. 12, 2026. Podcast,

28:31. https://open.spotify.com/episode/1aB21WqsX3MDrCZvQglmCu?s
i=pBgl.ca8MT40xOFV0JA9ngA &nd=1&dlsi=cb31eefb362b45c2

Congratulations, Drs. Monson and Mazza! Your continued scholarly contributions
enrich our seminary community and strengthen the intellectual and spiritual
formation of our students.


https://open.spotify.com/episode/1aB21WqsX3MDrCZvQglmCu?si=pBgLca8MT4OxOFV0JA9ngA&nd=1&dlsi=cb31eefb362b45c2
https://open.spotify.com/episode/1aB21WqsX3MDrCZvQglmCu?si=pBgLca8MT4OxOFV0JA9ngA&nd=1&dlsi=cb31eefb362b45c2

Looking Forward

2025-2026 School Year

Feb 03 Bagels with Lux

Feb 18 Day of Recollection/Ash Wednesday (All School)
Mar 01-Mar 08 Spring Break

Mar 03 Bagels with Lux

Mar 11 Ministry of Lector

Mar 11 Board of Directors Meetings

Mar 22 Spring Lux Center Public Lecture

Mar 23 Lux Center Morning Lecture

Mar 25 Faculty & Staff Development

Mar 26-Mar 27 Faith & Culture Workshop

Mar 30-Apr 06 Easter Break

Apr 07 Bagels with Lux

Apr 08 Easter Lunch & Student Council Employee Appreciation
Apr 22 Day of Recollection (Seminarians Only; Faculty and Staff Off-Campus)
Apr 29 Employee Recognition & Diaconate Promises
May 05 Bagels with Lux

May 06 Administrator & Graduate Dinner

May 08 Last Day of Classes

May 08 Commencement

May 13 Faculty Council Dinner

May 18 May Session Begins

May 19 End of Year Celebration

May 20 Board of Directors Meetings

May 31-June 14 Biblical Pilgrimage

Jun 19 May Session Ends
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YOUR SEMINARY: Specialized formation for a universal Church

Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology
www.shsst.edu | 414-425-8300

7335 S. Hwy. 100 | PO Box 429 | Hales Corners, WI 53130
An Apostolate of the Priests of the Sacred Heart

Connect with us!
Sacred Heart social media:


http://www.shsst.edu/
https://poshusa.org/
https://www.shsst.edu/
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Support Us!

Connect with the Priests of the Sacred Heart!

poshusa.org


https://www.shsst.edu/support-us/
https://poshusa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SacredHeartSeminaryAndSchoolOfTheology/
https://www.instagram.com/sacred.heart.sst/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/shsst/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYi-dUVh-MltHb-xvCySdGg/videos?view=0
https://poshusa.org/

