Curriculum Vitae

Deacon Steve Kramer

Education

Degrees

Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, South Hamilton, Massachusetts

Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.) in Preaching and Communication, 2006

Dissertation: “A Post-Ordination Seminar in Effective Preaching for Roman Catholic
Deacons”
Advisors: Dr. Haddon Robinson, Dr. Sid Buzzell

Seminary of the Immaculate Conception, Huntington, New York

Master of Arts in Theology, 2001

Thesis: “Conversion in the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel and How We Recognize and
Celebrate Conversion Today Through the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults”

Dowling College, Oakdale, New York

Bachelor of Arts in Social Science, 1977

New York State Provisional Teaching Certificate, Secondary Education — Social
Studies

Professional Training

Seminary of the Immaculate Conception, Huntington, New York
Diaconate Post-Ordination Training (Homiletics) 1995

Diaconate Formation Program, 1989 — 1994 (ordained May 21, 1994)

Scholarship



Publications: (Non-Peer-Reviewed Articles)

“The Word of God in Advent: A diaconal perspective to the season’s unique
homiletic opportunities”. Deacon Digest, November/December 2019. Vol 2, No.
3, (pg.10-12).

“Evangelization and Welcoming: What We Can Learn from the Business World”.
The Deacon, March/April 2020. Vol 2, No.5, (pg. 36).

“Marriage and Preaching: A Match Made in Heaven”. The Deacon, May/June
2020. Vol 2, No.6, (pg. 19-22).

“God is Calling — Speak Lord, Your Servant is Listening”. The Catholic Herald, April
9,2020. Article in the form of an interview geared towards recruitment and
vocation. https://catholicherald.org/catholic-herald/god-is-calling-speak-lord-
your-servant-is-listening/

Kramer, Steven. 2020 “Preaching with Reverence: Listening to the Old Testament
Prophets”. The Deacon, July/August 2020, pg. 36.

Kramer, Steven. 2020 “Listening with the Heart of Christ”. The Deacon,
November/December 2020, pg. 64.

Kramer, Steven. 2021 “The Necessity of Feedback”. The Deacon, March/April
2021, pg. 36.

Kramer, Steven. 2021 “Preaching to a Masked Assembly”. The Deacon,
July/August 2021, pg. 36.

Kramer, Steven. 2021 “Preaching the Same Homily in Multiple Parishes”. The
Deacon, November/December 2021, pg. 64.

Kramer, Steven. 2021 “Diaconate Preaching: The Necessity of Shema”, Virtual
Catholic Conference: An Online Gathering for Permanent Deacons. A national
video presentation (14 written pages in length) that was “published/copyrighted”
by the Virtual Catholic Conference. This was one of 25 (30-minute contributions
given by various members of the national diaconate community. The copyrighted
video focused on how Deuteronomy 6:4-9 (The Shema) forms the deacon’s
preaching in light of his life within his family, workplace, and ministry. (November
5-7,2021).

Kramer, Steven. 2022 “The Journey of Discernment”. The Deacon, March/April
2022, pg. 36.

Kramer, Steven. 2022 “Diaconal Relationships Surrounding the Hour of Death”.
The Deacon, July/August 2022, pg. 36.

Kramer, Steven. 2022 “Discerning the Appropriate Age for Ordained Ministry”.
The Deacon, November/December 2022, pg. 52.



Conference Creation

Designed, initiated and brought to fruition through a six-month process: The First
Annual SHSST Preaching Conference. Over 60 Priests and Deacons from around
the country attended a two-and-a-half-day conference which featured a national
speaker as the keynote presentation as well as five breakout sessions led by
priests and deacons of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. (January 8-10, 2018).

Designed, initiated and brought to fruition The Second Annual SHSST Preaching
Conference: “Preaching Profound Possibilities in the Lukan Parables”. There
were 51 priests, deacons and seminarians from around the country who
attended. The conference was designed to dovetail with the “Power of Parabolic
Meaning” USCCB grant that Dr. Russell received. There were five presenters who
shared various implications of parables in the preaching task. (January 7-9, 2019).

Designed, initiated and brought to fruition The Third Annual SHSST Preaching
Conference: “Hearing the Hebrew Scriptures with a Heart for Homiletics”. There
were 42 priests, deacons, faculty, and members of the Jewish community from
Milwaukee and around the country who attended. The conference had
presentations from both Jewish and Catholic clergy. A total of seven presenters
shared their expertise in Jewish exegesis and preaching. (January 6-8, 2020).

Designed, initiated and brought to fruition The Fourth Annual SHSST Preaching
Conference: “The Power of Passionate Preaching While Presiding at the Funeral
Rites”. There were 60 priests, deacons, seminarians, lay ministers, and SHSST
staff/administrators from Milwaukee and around the country who attended.
There were five presenters who spoke on issues surrounding preaching at the
funeral home/funeral Mass, as well as formulation of the homily and the
importance of relationships with hospice, caretakers, and nursing staff. (January
3-5, 2022).



Internal: Administrative Service

e Director of Homiletics (2014 — present)

e Human Formation Advisor (2016/2017 — (responsible for seven seminarians)
monthly gathering with each student and meet with their Vocation Director
and/or Bishop when they visit SHSST. Submit final evaluations at the end of the
academic year.

e Human Formation Advisor (2017/2018) — (responsible for four seminarians)
monthly gathering with each student and meet with their Vocation Director
and/or Bishop when they visit SHSST. Submit final evaluations at the end of the
academic year.

e Human Formation Advisor (2018-2019) — (responsible for two seminarians)
monthly gathering with each student and meet with their Vocation Director
and/or Bishop when they visit SHSST. Submit final evaluations at the end of the
academic year.

e Member of the Admissions Board (November 2017 - present)

e Director of Recruitment (2018 — present) Meet with various bishops, vocation
directors and interested potential seminarians to increase enrollment at SHSST.

e Human Formation Advisor (2019-2020) — (responsible for four seminarians)
monthly gathering with each student and meet with their Vocation Director
and/or Bishop when they visit SHSST. Submit final evaluations at the end of the

e academic year.

e Human Formation Advisor (2020-2021) — (responsible for four seminarians)
monthly gathering with each student and meet with their Vocation Director
and/or Bishop when they visit SHSST. Submit final evaluations at the end of the
academic year.

e Assistant to the Interim VP of Pastoral, Spiritual and Human Formation
Programs. (June 2020 — August 2021). Worked with Fr. Vien Nguyen SCJ and
Jenny Drzewiecki (admin asst.) forming a team which ran all formation programs
at SHSST until a new VP of Formation could be hired. This included pastoral
formation courses, TR, Case Study, Human Formation.

e Associate Director of Formation (2020-2021)



Academic/Pastoral Presentations

e Presentation: “Comforting the Afflicted”. Saturday morning workshop at St. Jerome’s
parish in Oconomowoc for those engaged in hospital, nursing home, home visitations
and St. Vincent DePaul home visits. (January 16, 2016)

e Presentation: Ministry of Lector — Workshops for the Permanent Diaconate program
for the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. These two days prepared the diaconal candidates in
theory and a practicum experience in public speaking, articulation, voice projection and
nonverbal communication skills prior to being instituted as Lectors for the Church.
(Saturday, January 23 and Saturday February 6, 2016)

e Presentation: “Effective Preaching: What’s in Your Toolbox?” Continuing Formation of
Clergy — Archdiocese of Milwaukee. As part of the continuing education program for
priests and deacons, this two-and-a-half-hour workshop focused on critical verbal and
nonverbal skills necessary for preachers to effectively communicate with their
congregations (February 9, 2016).

e Retreat: “How Do We Bring Christ To Others as Men Of Faith” | facilitated a Lenten
men’s retreat for forty participants given at St. Alphonsus (Greendale, WI) on Saturday
March 5, 2016. Focus was on bringing Christ to others in schools, work place, sports and
various parish ministries.

e Presentation: At St. Matthew Church (Oak Creek, WI) | presided and preached an
extended talk at the annual Spring Prayer Service for the Bereaved. All who have lost a
loved one in the past year were invited. The presentation focused on grief and loss.
(May 17, 2016).

e Workshop: | gave a personal three-day workshop on renewal of preaching skills for Fr.
Ron Kreilein from Rockport, Indiana. It was a conglomeration of one to one
teaching/mentoring, actual ministry (Funeral/Committal service), and classroom
participation in the LS 510 - Fundamental Preaching Skills class. (October 3-5, 2016)

e Presentation: “The Homily”. A one-hour presentation at Christ King Parish in
Wauwatosa, WI. My talk was geared to inform parishioners as to what the homily is,
how it is constructed and what our seminarians are being taught in preaching classes.
There were approximately 30 participants. (October 23, 2016).

e Presentation: “Preparing for the Coming of Jesus: Preaching During the Season of
Advent”. Continuing Formation of Clergy — Archdiocese of Milwaukee. A two-and-a-
half-hour presentation for priests and deacons where we discussed the themes of



Advent and how to prepare a preaching plan for the season. Given at the Cousins
Center in St. Francis, Wi. (October 25, 2016).

Retreat: | facilitated a men’s Lenten retreat at St. Matthew Parish in Oak Creek, WI.
There were 28 men who attended. The retreat was entitled, “Bringing Mercy and
Forgiveness to others”. The focus was how we as men of faith share mercy, compassion
and forgiveness with our family members and the people we work with. (March 4,
2017).

Presentation: “Preaching the Paschal Mystery through the Christian Funeral Rites”.
Continuing Formation of Clergy — Archdiocese of Milwaukee. As part of the continuing
formation of clergy program, this two-and-a-half-hour presentation focused on
preaching at the funeral Mass, funeral services outside of Mass, services at the funeral
home, wake services and committal/burial services. (March 20, 2017).

Presentation: | presented a Lenten talk to the SCJ community at Monastery Lake in
Franklin, WI. There were 30 members of the Priests of the Sacred Heart in attendance.
The topic was “Mercy and Forgiveness in Lent and Beyond”. After the talk the men had a
series of questions to reflect on. After quiet time there was a period of sharing,
guestions and answers. (March 23, 2017).

Presentation(s): Rabbi David Cohen and | gave a talk entitled “So, You Want to Get
Married? — Journeying with Couples as they Prepare for Interfaith Marriage”. The focus
was to shed light on the unique situations that clergy face when people of different faith
backgrounds decide to marry. This was in conjunction with the annual Lux
Center/Dehon lectures for 2017. This presentation was given twice. Once in the
morning and again in the afternoon as part of a series of breakout sessions. (March 29,
2017).

Presentation: At St. Matthew Church (Oak Creek, WI) | presided and preached an
extended talk at the annual Spring Prayer Service for the Bereaved. All who have lost a
loved one in the past year were invited. The presentation focused on grief and the time
just prior to death. (May 18, 2017).

Presentation: “An Evening for Lectors”. | gave a two-hour lecture and training for the
lectors of Holy Apostles Church in New Berlin. (May 31, 2017).



Retreat: | gave the 5-day Canonical Retreat for the 11 candidates who will be ordained
to the Permanent Diaconate for the Diocese of Portland, Maine on September 16, 2017.
The retreat was presented at the retreat house operated by the Brothers of Christian
Instruction in Alfred, Maine. (June 24-28, 2017).

Presentation: | gave an hour and a half presentation to the 25 Confirmation candidates
at St. Matthew Parish in Oak Creek. The talk was geared towards the gifts of the Spirit
and recognizing the presence of God in your life. (August 6, 2017).

Presentation: | gave a half day presentation to the parish staff and heads of ministry at
St. Alphonsus Church in Greendale, WI. The theme of the talk was Working Together to
Bring Christ to Others. (September 9, 2017).

Presentation: “Day of Recollection for All SHSST Seminarians”. My daughter (Jana
Kramer, RN) and | gave an all-day presentation entitled, Intimate Moments — Effective
Communication at the End of Life. The talks centered on verbal and nonverbal
communication and spiritual practices with those who are dying, their families and
caregivers. This was presented at the SCJ Conference Center at SHSST. (November 1,
2017).

Conference Presentation: | presented a one-and-a-half-hour presentation to priests
and deacons at the First Annual SHSST Preaching Conference entitled: “Preaching Hope
through the Funeral Rites”. Held at SHSST, Hales Corners, Wisconsin. (January 9, 2018).

Presentation: “Discipleship: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow”. |gave a two-hour
presentation at St. James parish in Franklin, Wisconsin. There were 58 people in
attendance, most of whom were parish liturgical ministers and staff. (January 31, 2018).

Presentation: At St. Matthew Church (Oak Creek, WI) | presided and preached an
extended talk at the annual Spring Prayer Service for the Bereaved. This service is for
members of the parish who have lost a loved one over the past year. This year’s focus
was on the role of caregivers and their grief/relief after the death of the one they cared
for. (May 17, 2018)

Presentation: “Preaching God’s Word in Tragic Situations”. Continuing Formation of
Clergy — Archdiocese of Milwaukee. As part of the continuing formation of clergy
program, this two-and-a-half-hour presentation focused on preaching in the areas of
suicide, mass shootings, murder, drug overdoses and military deaths. Presented at the
Cousins Center — St. Francis, WI. (October 2, 2018).



Presentation: | gave two one and a half hour talks to the diaconate community of the
Diocese of Erie, Pennsylvania at their Annual Study Day. “Bringing God’s Mercy to
Others” and “Preaching God’s Word from a Diaconal Perspective”. (October 19-20,
2018).

Retreat/Presentations: | facilitated the annual retreat for deacons and wives for the
Diocese of Superior at the St. Anthony Spirituality Center in Marathon City, WI. There
were four presentations — “Minister of Word, Sacrament and Charity”, “Sent to Serve as
an Instrument of God’s Mercy”, “Preaching the Word of God: a Diaconal Perspective”

and “Minister of Humble Charity”. (October 26-28, 2018).

Conference Presentation: | presented a one hour talk on “Preaching the Parables in
Everyday Life” at the Second Annual SHSST Preaching Conference. Held at SHSST, Hales
Corners, WI. (January 8, 2019).

Presentation and Homilist: | preached at the weekend liturgies at St. Frances Cabrini,
Saint Mary’s Immaculate Conception and Holy Angels parishes in West Bend and was
their guest speaker at the 10-year Anniversary of the Mary Queen of Angels Adoration
Chapel celebration. In honor of this anniversary | gave a presentation on Saturday and
another on Sunday regarding Eucharistic Devotion, Adoration, Benediction and
Exposition. (February 9-10, 2019).

Retreat: | gave a Men’s pre-Lenten retreat for the Holy Name Society of St. Matthew’s
Parish in Oak Creek, Wisconsin. The focus was “Listening to Jesus in Prayer, Scripture
and Adoration”. Twenty-five men were present for this Saturday gathering. (February
23, 2019).

Presentation: “Sacrament of Marriage and the Sacrament of Holy Orders: Service as a
Way of Life”. As an Eagle Scout (from 1971) and Deacon, | was asked to give a
presentation to the Boy Scouts of the Greendale area who are studying for the Ad Altare
Dei medal which can be earned by Roman Catholic Scouts. This was a one-hour
presentation with Q&A afterward. This presentation was given at St. Alphonsus,
Greendale, WI. (March 3, 2019).

Presentation: “Pastoral Care and Communication from Life to Death to New Life”. Dr.
Cindy Nosacek MD, Jana Kramer RN, CHNP (my daughter) and | gave a two-and-a-half-
hour presentation for the Continuing Formation of Clergy for the Archdiocese of
Milwaukee. The presentation focused on communicating and ministering to those who
are critically ill and/or dying and their families/caregivers. Issues were looked at from



the perspective of physician, hospice nurse and pastoral care director/chaplain. The
lecture was given at the Cousins Center, St. Francis, WI. (March 19, 2019).

Retreat: | gave an RCIA retreat for 15 members of St. Matthew’s parish (Oak Creek).
The candidates focus was on God’s continuing call of conversion in their lives. The
retreat was held at SHSST, in the IHM chapel. (March 23, 2019).

Presentation: At St. Matthew Church (Oak Creek, WI) | presided and preached an
extended talk at the annual Spring Prayer Service for the Bereaved. All who have lost a
loved one in the past year were invited. This year’s focus was “Supporting those Who
Grieve”. (May 16, 2019).

Presentation: “End of Life Issues”. My daughter Jana Kramer, RN, CHNP and | gave a
presentation at St. John the Baptist parish in Plymouth, Wisconsin. There were 25
participants who attended our talk on pastoral and palliative care for the sick and dying.
(August 10, 2019).

Presentation: “Reflection on Pain and Healing: Deacon and Deacon Wives Listening
session on the Clergy Abuse Crisis”. | gave a one-hour presentation on ways to address
the sexual abuse issue from the pulpit as well as pastorally. The talk was given at Holy
Apostles Church in New Berlin, WI. (September 21, 2019).

Retreat: “The Spirituality of Diaconal Preaching”. | preached the annual retreat for the
deacons and wives of the diocese of Portland, Maine. There were forty people
attending the retreat. | gave five, two-hour presentations on the Transformative power
of preaching God’s Word. The event was held at the Marie Joseph Center in Biddeford
Pool, Maine. (October 18-20, 2019).

Diaconate Convocation: | led and preached the diaconate convocation for the
permanent deacons of the diocese of Marquette, Michigan. The theme was “What’s in
Your Homiletical Toolbox”. | gave five two-hour presentations on various aspects of
preaching the Word of God to thirty-five attendees. The event was held at the Terrace
on the Bay Hotel in Escanaba, Michigan. (October 24-26, 2019).

Presentation: | gave a two-and-a-half-hour presentation for the priests and deacons of
the Archdiocese of Milwaukee (Continuing Formation of Clergy). The title of the talk
was “The Spirituality of Preaching”. It was held at the Mary Mother of the Church
Pastoral Center in St. Francis, WI. (November 5, 2019).

Conference Presentation: | gave a one-and-a-half-hour presentation with Rabbi Steven
Adams (of Milwaukee) at the Third Annual SHSST Preaching Conference. The lecture
was entitled: “The Binding of Isaac — Did Abraham Pass the Test? Homiletic Insights on
Genesis 22”. Held at SHSST, Hales Corners, WI (January 6-8, 2020).



Presentation: | gave a talk to the Boy Scouts and their parents who meet at St.
Matthew Parish in Oak Creek. The troop is divided between Catholic and Lutheran
scouts. My presentation discussed how we live the Scout Law in light of being servants
to God and others. (Feb. 4, 2020).

Parish Mission: | gave the Lenten Parish Mission for the three parishes in Cumberland,
Wisconsin (St. Ann, Sacred Heart, and St. Anthony Abbot). The title of the mission was
“The World is Starving: What can Each of Us Do to Feed the Hungry”. The four
presentations focused on Lent and Evangelization. The community is beginning a major
evangelization push and there are over fifty men and women committed to the
endeavor. Held in Cumberland, WI (March 1-3, 2020).

Retreat: | gave the keynote address at the Annual Day for Men at St. Alphonsus parish
in Greendale, WI. The topic of my presentation was “Making Spirituality a Priority:
Building Community and Discipleship in Our Lives”. (March 14, 2020).

Online Presentation: Gave an online webinar presentation entitled, “What’s in Your
Homiletical Toolbox” for the diocese of Erie, Pennsylvania on Monday, (November 9,
2020).

Online Presentation: Gave an online webinar presentation entitled, “Now that the
Election is Over, How Do We Preach the Gospel?” for the diocese of Erie, Pennsylvania
on Thursday, (November 12, 2020)

Spirituality Presentation at the SHSST Dehon Library: Gave a talk on Diaconate
Spirituality which was taped by the library director. (November 17, 2020)

Presentation: To Candidates & Catechumens, and RCIA team members of St. Matthew
parish in Oak Creek on “The Mass & the Celebration of the Eucharist”. (Saturday,
December 5, 2020).

Parish Mission: | gave a virtual (online) Lenten mission for Sacred Heart Parish in Webb
City, Mo. The focus was on Lenten Practices (15t night) and Evangelization (2" night).
“How Do We Feed Ourselves and Others in a World Hungering for God?” The pastor is
Fr. Paco Gordillo (a former SHSST student). Two, one-and-a-half-hour presentations
held on Monday, March 22 and Tuesday, March 23, 2021.

Parish Mission: | gave a virtual (online) Lenten mission for St. Ann’s Parish in Carthage,
Mo. The focus was on Lenten Practices (1 night) and Evangelization (2" night). “How
Do We Feed Ourselves and Others in a World Hungering for God?” The pastor is Fr. Paco
Gordillo (a former SHSST student). Two, one-and-a-half hour presentations held on
Thursday, March 25 and Friday, March 26, 2021.

Annual Retreat: | gave the annual retreat for the Diaconate Class of 2023 — Diocese of
Belleville, lllinois. This weekend was focused on the deacon candidates and their wives
as they reached the half-way point in their formation. | presented three talks: “Ministry
of Lector & Moving from Lector to Preaching the Word of God”, “Finding your Ministry of



Service”, and “Knowing your Audience in Order to Offer a Message of Hope”. Held at
King’'s House of Retreats in Belleville, lllinois. (July 30-31, 2021).

Annual Diocesan Retreat for Tucson, Arizona: | gave the annual Diaconate retreat for
the deacons of the diocese of Tucson, Arizona. The title of the retreat was “Rebuilding
Faith and Spirituality in a 21° Century Post-Covid Church: The Deacon as First
Responder”. | gave a total of 6 presentations and preached the closing Mass. Retreat
was held at the Redemptorist Retreat Center in the Sonoran Desert outside of Tucson.
A total of 70 participants (deacons & wives) attended. (October 1-3, 2021).

Annual Diocesan Retreat for Milwaukee, Wisconsin: | gave the annual Diaconate
retreat for the deacons of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee in addition to several members
of the diocese of Madison, Wisconsin. The title of the retreat was “A Diaconal Response
to Rebuilding Spirituality and Community in Our Time”. | gave a total of Four
presentations and preached the closing Mass. The retreat was held at the Redemptorist
Retreat Center in Oconomowoc, WI. A total of 50 participants who attended.
(November 5-7, 2021).

Presentation: Diaconate Community of the Diocese of Tucson, Arizona (online). | gave
a two-and-a-half-hour interactive workshop (via Zoom) addressed to the twenty newly
ordained deacons of Tucson. The title of the presentation was, “Diaconal Spirituality
and Identity”. (Saturday, November 13, 2021).

National Online Presentation: In conjunction with The Jordan Ministry Team (A
Collaborative Ministry of the Salvatorian Family), | gave an online interactive workshop
for deacons across the country entitled, “Preparing for the Coming of Jesus: Preaching
During Advent”. This one-and-a-half-hour presentation concentrated on the season of
Advent as a time of waiting and preparation, and how the preacher looks at the themes
of the season to craft homilies which address the need for hope. (Sunday evening, 7:00
pm - 8:30 pm, November 21, 2021).

National Online Presentation: In conjunction with The Jordan Ministry Team (A
Collaborative Ministry of the Salvatorian Family), | gave a one and a half hour online
interactive workshop/webinar for deacons across the country entitled, “Preaching Lent
Through the Lens of Christian Initiation”. This presentation explored the preaching
themes of repentance, change, and conversion through the season of Lent.
Additionally, we addressed the texts/rites of the RCIA and how the journey of the
catechumen is applicable to the entire assembly. (Sunday evening, 7:00 pm — 8:30 pm,
February 27, 2022).



Retreat: | gave the annual “Morning for Men” retreat for the men of St. Alphonsus
parish of Greendale, Wisconsin. The title of the presentation was: “The Spiritual
Challenges We Face Living at This Moment in History”. Held in the IHM Chapel at SHSST.
(Saturday morning from 8:00 am — 11:00 am, March 12, 2022).

Lenten Retreat: | gave an afternoon retreat for the men of St. Matthew Parish in Oak
Creek, Wisconsin. It was sponsored by The Holy Name Society. The focus of the day
was, “How Can Men Recognize their Role in Bringing People Back to the Church”.
(Saturday afternoon from 2:00 pm — 5:00 pm, March 12, 2022).

Presentation: “Presbyterate and Diaconate — A Collaboration of Ministry”. | gave a two-
hour presentation with Fr. Brad Krawczyk at Mary Mother of the Church Pastoral Center
in St. Francis, Wisconsin. This was part of the “Archdiocese of Milwaukee Continuing
Formation of Clergy” education program. The talk centered on the uniqueness of the
ministry of both deacon and priest and how they are co-workers in God’s vineyard.
(April 29, 2022).

Diocesan Diaconate Formation Retreat/Workshop: “Communication and Interpersonal
Communication Skills” — A workshop/retreat for first year aspirants for diaconal
formation for the Diocese of Portland, Maine. | gave this seven (7) day communication
retreat for the deacon candidates and their wives. The first two days were candidates
and wives. The last five days were candidates only. The focus was on communication
skills and the necessity for solid communication in relationships and ministry. (June 11-
17, 2022).

Deacon Convocation: | gave the annual convocation for the Diocese of Tucson, Arizona.
There were approximately 150 deacons from the southern part of the state of Arizona.
The conference title was: “Preaching the Good News in a time of Polarization and
Politicization: The Deacon as Evangelizer and Unifier”. | shared a one-hour presentation
on Friday evening and | gave two 2-hour presentations on Saturday. (August 26-28,
2022).

Presentations/Day of Recollection: | gave the SHSST Day of Recollection reflections.
The theme of the two talks were: “The Catholic Understanding of Death, The Cross, and
Resurrection: Our Individual and Communal Response to Death”. The 45-minute
morning session concentrated on our individual response to death and what the Church
teaches about resurrection. The afternoon session focused on the communal aspect of
death and the response of the parish community. Held at SHSST. (September 14, 2022).



Presentation: Archdiocese of Milwaukee Fall Clergy Day. | was invited to lead a
breakout session for the Fall Clergy Day . Bishop Mark Seitz of El Paso was the main
speaker. | gave a breakout session presentation to the Priests and Parish Directors
entitled, “Preaching Catholic Social Teaching and Social Justice in Our Age of
Polarization”. Held at Mary Mother of the Church Pastoral Center, St. Francis,
Wisconsin. (September 20, 2022 from 1:00 pm — 3:00 pm).

Presentation: Fall Leadership In-Service. | gave a one-and-a-half-hour presentation to
the Pastoral Council, Finance Council, Standing Committees, and Pastoral staff of St.
Alphonsus Parish in Greendale, Wisconsin. The theme was “Leaders as Listeners,
Evangelizers, and Unifiers”. (September 20, 2022 from 6:00 pm — 7:30 pm).
Presentation: | gave a one-hour presentation to the Serra Convention on “Later in Life
Vocations”. The talk was in conjunction with the Central Regional Convention of SERRA.
This was held at the Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville, lllinois. The
convention was from October 7-8, 2022.

Retreat: | gave an afternoon retreat for the “retired women of St. Matthew and Oak
Creek”. The theme revolved around prayer, suffering, and strengthening one’s faith.
Held at SHSST on October 17, 2022.

Community Awards

Highlighted by the Catholic Herald (March 11, 2019 edition) in the “Give us Shepherds”
section of the Archdiocesan newspaper.

Chosen to be the Master of Ceremonies for the “Men of Christ Conference”. There were
3500 men from Wisconsin and the Midwest who attended the conference at the Miller
Highlife Theater in Milwaukee. (March 30, 2019).

Invited to be a guest on Archbishop Jerome Listecki’s Relevant Radio Talk Show. The
September 16, 2019 taping focused on Homiletics and my role as a seminary professor
and deacon for the Archdiocese of Milwaukee.

SHSST Milestone Award for 40 years of Marriage 1978 — 2018 (April 2019).

SHSST Milestone Award for 5 years of service 2014-2019 (April 2020).

SHSST Milestone Award for 25 years of ordination 1994-2019. (April 2020).

SHSST Promotion to Associate Professor of Pastoral Studies — (April 2020)

Received the Archbishop’s Vatican Il Award for Distinguished Service to the Church —
“Service in Ecumenism”. Archdiocese of Milwaukee. (September 22, 2022).

| was interviewed via Zoom, for a one-hour podcast presentation for America Magazine
(“Jesuitical”) on November 8, 2022. Sebastian Gomes (executive editor of Audio and
Video), and Millennial Editors Ashley McKinless and Zac Davis interviewed me
concerning “Older Vocations to the Priesthood and the Rise of the Diaconate Since
Vatican I.”






